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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

PARKS  AND  RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1960 


Boston,  December  31,  1960. 

Hon.  John  F.  Collins, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  accordance  with  section  15  of  chapter  185,  Acts  of 
1875,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  herewith 
submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  1960. 

Respectful!  submitted, 

Martin  F.  Walsh, 
Chairman,  Board  of  Parks 
and  Recreation  Commissioners. 

Harry  J.  Blake, 
Thomas  J.  Carty, 
Daniel  G.  O'Connor, 
O.  Philip  Snowden, 
Associate  Commissioners. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation  had  its 
beginning  with  the  appointment  of  the  first  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  on  July  8,  1875,  under  the  title 
"Park  Department."  The  Board  consisted  of  three 
members  who  served  without  compensation.  As  thus 
constituted,  the  department  continued  up  to  1913,  when 
by  provision  of  Chapter  10,  Ordinances  of  1912,  it  was 
merged  with  the  PubUc  Grounds,  Bath  and  Music 
Departments,  under  the  name  of  Park  and  Recreation 
Department.  The  Commissioners  were  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  for  a  term  of  three  years,  one  term  expiring 
each  year.  The  Chairman  was  a  paid  city  official,  in 
charge  of  the  operation  of  the  department.  The  other 
two  members  served  without  compensation. 

In  1920  the  Cemetery  Department  was  merged  with 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department,  and  the  title  was 
changed  to  Park  Department.  On  May  1,  1954,  the 
department  became  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  2,  Ordinances  of 
1954.  The  Board  of  Parks  and  Recreation  Commis- 
sioners was  increased  to  five  members. 

Under  the  latest  ordinance,  the  Commissioner  of 
Parks  and  Recreation  becomes  the  active  head  of  the 
department  with  power  of  authority  far  beyond  that 
which  existed  when  the  Board  consisted  of  three  mem- 
bers (Sections  36-42,  inclusive.  Chapter  2,  Ordinances 
of  1954).  The  Commissioners  meet  as  required  on  call 
from  the  Chairman. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  approximately  2,725  acres  of  parks 
and  playgrounds.  Included  in  this  area  are  the  follow- 
ing facilities:  a  general  office  building;  121  playgrounds 
and  play  areas,  47  of  which  have  field  houses;  20  parks, 
large  and  small;  2  service  yards  containing  offices, 
mechanics'  shops,  storehouse  and  garage;  a  recreation 
office  building;  13  indoor  recreation  centers;  16  public 
bath  houses;  2  pubhc  golf  courses  (18  holes);  3  pubhc 
bathing  beaches  with  bathhouses  in  which  are  2  solaria; 
4  swimming  pools  (2  indoor  and  2  outdoor);  85  pubhc 
squares;  14  greenhouses;  19  cemeteries  (3  active,  16  in- 
active or  historic) ;  108  miles  of  parkways,  driveways, 
walks,  and  paths;  131  acres  of  ponds  and  rivers;  and  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  all  trees  on  city  streets,  parks, 
and  playgrounds. 
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The  department  organizes,  promotes,  and  conducts  a 
city-wide  recreation  program  for  all  age  groups  with 
special  emphasis  on  youth  programs. 

This  report  summarizes  briefly  the  efforts  of  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  and  the  staff  of  the 
department  to  maintain  a  high  standard  in  essential 
services  and  to  expand  the  facihties  of  our  park  system 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  department  within  our  appro- 
priation allowances. 

In  this  report  there  is  no  particular  attention  given 
to  the  extensive  maintenance  responsibihties  of  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department.  Reference  to  the 
introductory  section  of  this  report  will  indicate  the  large 
number  of  areas,  buildings,  etc.,  that  require  most  of 
the  time  of  our  staff.  It  should  be  apparent  that  much 
of  our  appropriation  is  expended  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  parks,  gardens,  park  and  recrea- 
tion buildings,  mechanics'  shops,  golf  courses,  ceme- 
teries, etc.  Proper  maintenance  is  the  key  to  efficient 
service.  We  are  confining  this  report  to  major  work 
accomphshed  in  1960,  all  of  which  is  substantially  out- 
side the  area  of  general  maintenance. 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  IN  1960  OF 
PARKS  AND  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 

Our  appropriations  for  1960,  for  the  operation  of  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department  and  the  Cemetery  Di- 
vision of  the  department,  were  approximately  $500,000 
less  than  our  expenditures  for  the  year  1959.  This 
money  was  obtained  from  appropriations  made  from 
regular  tax  revenue  sources.  Notwithstanding  this 
large  reduction,  we  are  happy  to  report  that  we  will 
stay  within  the  appropriations  allowed  in  our  1960 
budget.  During  the  year,  by  an  established  poUcy  of 
not  fining  many  of  the  existing  vacancies,  we  were  able 
to  absorb  approximately  15  employees  of  the  City 
Hospital  Department  who  were  transferred  to  this  de- 
partment, and  we  are  currently  operating  at  a  quota 
less  than  that  allowed  in  1960.  Our  budget  figures  sub- 
mitted for  1961  show  a  further  reduced  quota. 

Parks  and  Playground  Improvements 

McConnell  Park,  Dorchester:  During  the  current  year, 
with  the  completion  of  the  Southeast  Expressway,  we 
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reopened  this  park  and  playground  which  had  been 
closed  for  three  years.  Much  of  the  expense  had  been 
incurred  during  the  latter  part  of  1959  and  was  carried 
over  to  1960  for  completion. 

Carter  Playground,  Roxhury:  At  an  expense  of  approxi- 
mately $2,000  the  tennis  courts  at  Carter  Playground 
were  resurfaced  and  painted,  resulting  in  much  favor- 
able comment  from  the  residents  of  this  section  of 
Roxbury.  These  tennis  courts  are  in  constant  use  dur- 
ing the  season. 

Franklin  Park  Golf  Course:  A  new  parking  area,  long 
needed,  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
$6,000. 

Harbor  View  Street,  Dorchester :  A  contract  was  adver- 
tised and  awarded  in  the  approximate  amount  of  $31,000 
for  the  development  of  a  new  modern  play  area  on  this 
site.  This  will  include  grading,  resurfacing,  new  walks 
and  curbs,  shower  fountain,  shelter,  trees,  benches, 
modern  play  equipment,  and  the  fencing  of  the  entire 
area. 

BUILDINGS,  ETC. 

Razing  GirW  High  School  Building:  At  a  cost  of  $37,880 
the  Girls'  High  School  Building,  West  Newton  Street, 
is  being  razed,  and  we  are  planning  the  construction  of 
a  new  type  modern  play  area  in  1961,  an  innovation  in 
Boston. 

Paris  Street  Recreation  Center,  East  Boston:  Major 
repair  work,  under  contract,  covering  the  painting  and 
reconditioning  throughout  this  structure,  one  of  the 
oldest  in  our  S3'stem,  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $30,000. 

TREE  PLANTING 

New  Trees:  Approximately  800  new  trees  were  planted 
on  streets  throughout  the  city,  some  to  replace  trees 
that  had  been  felled  by  storms  or  removed  because  of 
diseased  condition,  and  others  were  planted  on  new 
streets  where  houses  had  been  erected.  This  work  was 
done  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $28,000.  We  hope  to 
continue  our  tree  planting  program  during  1961.  In 
order  to  keep  pace  with  the  great  loss  of  trees  through- 
out the  cit}'  caused  by  various  reasons,  we  should  plant 
a  minimum  of  1,000  new  trees  each  year. 

Tree  Nursery:  We  have  made  a  start  in  the  develop- 
ment of  our  own  tree  nursery.    The  first  shipment  of 


Parks  and  Recreation  Department  5 


trees  to  be  grown  in  this  nursery  has  been  received,  and 
the  trees  have  been  planted  on  park  land  in  the  West 
Roxbury  area.  It  will  take  some  few  years  to  get  this 
project  rolling,  but  in  due  time  we  will  be  able  to  raise 
our  own  trees  which  have  been  planted  and  cared  for  by 
our  tree  division  staff,  and  thus  eUminate  much  of  the 
expense  of  advertising  and  purchasing  of  trees  under 
contract. 

RECREATION 

Our  recreation  program  and  what  this  department 
accomplished  for  all  groups,  from  the  youngest  to  the 
Golden  Age,  is  well  known  in  the  United  States.  As  in 
former  years  we  have  conducted  our  cit^'-wide  basketball, 
baseball,  handball,  and  football  programs  in  all  sections 
of  the  city.  Thousands  of  persons  competed  in  all  these 
sports,  which  are  set  up  in  junior  varsity  and  senior 
varsity  park  leagues. 

During  the  summer  season  we  staffed  playgrounds, 
play  areas,  and  school  yards  with  young  men  and  women 
instructors,  most  of  whom  were  college  graduates  or 
upper  classmen  in  college,  who  directed  workshop  pro- 
grams, sports,  games,  athletics,  hand  crafts,  music,  etc. 

Under  the  supervision  of  skilled  instructors  we  con- 
ducted a  program  for  handicapped  and  retarded  chil- 
dren, at  South  Boston's  Castle  Island,  at  the  Tileston 
School,  and  in  Brighton,  where  these  children  learned  to 
run  and  play  and  do  many  things  their  parents  believed 
they  could  not  do. 

Cummings  Estate,  Woburn:  Far  removed  from  the 
crowded  tenement  districts,  children  from  the  most 
congested  sections  of  the  city  planted  and  raised  many 
vegetables  and  expertly  cultivated  the  plots  of  ground 
assigned  to  them.  This  project  is  a  joint  operation  of 
the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  and  the  School 
Department. 

CEMETERIES 
Grading,  road  improvements,  and  development  of 
new  areas  within  our  three  active  cemeteries,  Mount 
Hope  in  Roshndale,  Fairview  in  Hyde  Park,  and  Ever- 
green in  Brighton,  were  completed  at  a  cost  of  approxi- 
mately $40,000.  Some  roadways  were  reconstructed  and 
resurfaced,  and  new  areas  for  burials  were  developed  in 
which  were  installed  concrete  grave  hners.  The  cost  of 
these  grave  liners  is  returned  to  the  city  when  the 
burial  lots  are  sold. 
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Mount  Hope  Cemetery:  A  major  improvement,  long 
overdue,  was  accomplished  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 
For  a  long  period  of  time  there  have  been  complaints 
that  a  large  area  of  the  cemetery  was  overgrown  with 
weeds  and  shrubs  and  unsightly  trees.  The  area  is  one 
in  which  many  of  the  graves  are  not  under  perpetual 
care.  A  large  number  of  employees  of  this  department 
were  assigned  to  the  cemetery,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
the  area  was  cleaned  of  the  wild  growth  of  weeds  and 
shrubs,  many  of  the  old  trees  removed,  etc.  The  com- 
ments from  the  pubHc  have  been  most  favorable. 

Fairview  Cemetery:  We  are  coming  to  the  point  where 
we  will  soon  have  no  available  land  remaining  for  ceme- 
tery expansion.  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  is  gradually 
being  filled.  We  are  therefore  in  the  process  of  acquir- 
ing a  large  additional  plot  of  land  adjacent  to  Fairview 
Cemetery  in  Hyde  Park,  which  will  take  care  of  our 
requirements  for  many  years  to  come.  This  purchase 
of  land  is  now  being  processed  by  the  Public  Improve- 
ment Commission. 

CLOSING  OF  BATHS  AND  LAUNDRY 

In  April  of  this  year  the  closing  of  certain  public 
baths  and  the  Dover  Street  Laundry  was  put  into  effect. 
The  actual  closing  involved  public  baths  in  the  Brighton 
Municipal  Building  on  Chestnut  Hill  Avenue,  the  Dover 
Street  Bath  and  Laundry  Building,  and  the  Paris 
Street  (East  Boston)  Sewing  Room  and  Cutting  Room. 
The  towel  and  soap  service  in  the  remaining  bath  build- 
ings was  ehminated  at  the  same  time.  These  closings 
plus  the  elimination  of  towel  and  soap  service  resulted 
in  immediate  savings  in  the  purchase  of  supplies  and 
materials  and  also  in  personnel  costs  by  not  filling 
vacancies  as  they  occurred  during  the  year.  Employees 
working  in  the  closed  facilities  were  the  first  concern  of 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  arrangements  were  made  to 
transfer  them  to  other  locations  in  the  department 
where  their  services  could  be  utilized.  The  main  saving 
will  be  reflected  over  a  period  of  years  through  reduced 
budget  requests  for  personnel,  supplies,  and  materials. 
Also,  the  sale  of  the  laundry  and  the  bath  buildings, 
when  effected,  will  place  these  buildings  into  the  tax 
structure  of  the  city  and  thereby  produce  further  tax 
revenue. 


Parks  and  Recreation  Department  7 

TRANSFER  AND  ACQUISITION 
OF  PROPERTIES 

Aquarium  Building:  During  the  year,  through  legis- 
lation and  approvals  by  city  and  state  authorities,  we 
effected  the  transfer  of  the  old  Aquarium  Building  and 
all  of  the  surrounding  land  area  to  the  Metropolitan 
District  Conamission.  The  maintenance  cost  over  the 
years  had  been  quite  heavy  at  this  location.  The  Metro- 
politan District  Commission  is  planning  a  major  recrea- 
tion development  on  the  site. 

Carson  Street  Play  Area,  Dorchester:  With  the  con- 
struction of  the  Southeast  Expressway  much  of  this  area 
was  ehminated.  Of  the  remaining  area  approximately 
11,000  square  feet  was  transferred  to  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  and  the  balance  of  10,000  square 
feet  is  being  transferred  to  the  Real  Property  Depart- 
ment for  sale  for  what  we  hope  will  be  industrial  pur- 
poses. 

Ether idge  School  Site:  During  the  year  we  acquired 
approximately  28,000  square  feet  of  land,  the  site  of 
the  old  Cora  L.  Etheridge  School  at  Harbor  View  Street 
and  Dorchester  Avenue.  A  new  modern  children's 
play  area  is  in  the  process  of  development  here. 

CITY  HALL  CLEANING 

One  of  our  greatest  accompHshments  during  the  year 
was  the  cleaning  and  sand  blasting  of  the  entrance  to 
the  City  Hall  Annex  on  Court  Street  and  similar  work 
on  City  Hall  Plaza  on  the  School  Street  side.  Cleaning 
of  the  statues,  redevelopment  of  the  park  area  in  front 
of  City  Hall,  new  plantings  including  tropical  plants  in 
the  King's  Chapel  area,  and  the  planting  of  trees  in 
specially  constructed  boxes  in  front  of  City  Hall  Annex 
were  among  some  of  the  work  that  was  accomplished 
at  this  location. 

LAFAYETTE  MALL  — BOSTON  COMMON 

We  are  nearing  completion  of  this  outstanding  proj- 
ect. The  West  Street  Plaza,  the  center  of  this  improve- 
ment, will  be  completed  with  the  installation  of  the 
bronze  statues  and  some  minor  equipment  yet  remaining 
to  be  installed  in  the  new  fountain.  This  work  should 
be  completed  early  in  1961. 
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Expenditures  for  Maintenance,  January  1  to  December  31,  I960 


Parks,  Gardens,  Squares 

Arlington  Street   $12  00 

Albion  and  Village  Streets   1,115  00 

Arnold  Arboretum   168  97 

Back  Bay  District   30,491  73 

Back  Bay  Yard   45,891  23 

Barry  Dump   384  45 

Belmont  Park   68  75 

Blackstone  Square   1,751  25 

Boston  Common,  Bandstand   464  60 

Boston  Common,  Convenience  Stations      .      .  13,386  02 

Boston  Common,  Deer  Park  Tool  House     .      .  3,225  75 

Boston  Common,  Frog  Pond   4,807  87 

Boston  Common,  Grounds   36,849  40 

Boston  Common,  Lafayette  Mall  .      .      .      .  114  90 

Boston  Common,  Playland   146  67 

Boylston  Street  Subway,  Telephone  Booth  .      .  237  76 

Boynton  Circle   445  50 

Bradford  and  Wilkes  Streets   483  77 

Brighton  District   19,210  90 

Cantillo  Park   213  00 

Castle  Island   1,084  24 

Central  Square   3,412  50 

Chandler  Pond   44  00 

Charlestown  District   28,044  89 

Chester  Park   31  06 

Christmas  Festival   6,885  58 

City  Square   104  11 

Columbus  Park  ........  28,348  12 

Columbus  Park  Locker  Building    .      .      .      .  4,175  42 

Columbus  Park  Stadium   9,306  94 

Commonwealth  Avenue   13,894  95 

Commonwealth  Avenue  Underpass       .      .      .  229  91 

Concord  Square   144  13 

Copley  Square   521  07 

Cummins  Highway   445  50 

Districts,  General   81  25 

Donovan  Park   71  54 

Dorchester  Heights   3,872  58 

Dorchester  Park   12,421  12 

East  Boston  District   4,213  58 

East  Boston  Parks  and  Squares     ....  150  00 

East  Boston  Stadium   34,117  61 

Edward  Everett  Square   34  31 

Emerson  Park   35  34 

Evergreen  Cemetery   39  15 

Fens   968  75 

Fens,  Rose  Garden   25,784  29 

Fens,  Stadium   13,003  35 

Fens,  War  Memorial   20  60 
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Fern  and  Franklin  Streets   $58  80 

Foster  Street   135  00 

Franklin  Park,  Administration  Buildings,  Shops, 

Yard,  etc   55,125  00 

Franklin  Park,  Blacksmith  Shop    .      .      .      .  1,113  84 

Franklin  Park,  Boat  Locker  and  Boating  Program  4,043  95 

Franklin  Park,  Carpenter  Shop     ....  16,077  90 

Frankhn  Park,  Dump   1,984  03 

Franklin  Park,  Garage   79,182  39 

Franklin  Park,  Golf  Course   25,555  06 

Franklin  Park,  Greenhouse   93,184  18 

Franklin  Park,  Grounds   23,413  16 

Franklin  Park,  Harness  Shop   895  43 

Frankhn  Park,  Lawn  Mower  Shop       .      .      .  24,089  45 

Franklin  Park,  Paint  Shop   17,216  58 

Franklin  Park,  Playstead   2,309  90 

Franklin  Park,  Plumber  Shop       ....  12,869  95 

Franklin  Park,  Refectory  Buildmg       .      .      .  6,317  00 

Frankhn  Park,  Repair  Shops   52,512  68 

Franklin  Park,  Rose  Garden   1  08 

Frankhn  Park,  Storehouse   28,944  03 

Franklin  Square   4,229  00 

George  Wright  Golf  Course   82,163  60 

Girls'  High  School  (Demolition)     ....  2,900  50 

Greenwood  Square   56  95 

Harrison  Avenue  Play  Area   442  50 

Heath  Street   30  80 

Highland  Park   20  70 

Horatio  Harris  Park   57  85 

Jamaica  Pond   439  30 

John  Harvard  MaU   62  00 

Kelley  Square   31  60 

Kenmore  Square   147  00 

LasaUe  Road   495  00 

Lincoln  Square   72  99 

Madison  Park   5,159  74 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Estate       ....  449  12 

Mother's  Rest   12  10 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery   1,509  00 

North  End  District   4,134  75 

North  End  Prado   12,059  70 

North  Square   2,416  01 

Oak  Square,  Brighton   445  50 

Orchard  Park   122  50 

Parks  and  Squares,  General   2,645  68 

Parks  and  Roadways   1,934  28 

Paul  Revere  Mall   443  55 

Peabody  Square   73  33 

Pond  and  Pleasant  Streets   243  63 

Preble  Street  Traffic  Circle   454  56 

Prescott  Square   3,534  00 
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Public  Garden   $41,140  62 

Richard  J.  Doyle  Square   149  94 

Richardson  Square   972  62 

Roslindale  Square   4,026  50 

Ross  Estate   575  71 

Scarboro  Pond   492  38 

Sgt.  Thomas  Square   276  99 

Small  Parks  and  Squares   7,591  95 

South  Boston-Dorchester  District  ....  6,359  74 

Sumner  and  Lamson  Streets   4,495  50 

Thomas  Park   325  50 

Training  Field,  Charlestown   1,750  55 

Wachusett  Street   192  22 

Walcott  Square   12  60 

Wallingford  Square   90  00 

Ward's  Pond  Area   495  00 

Washington  Park   612  50 

Webster  Square   247  55 

William  Corbett  Park   1,371  11 

Williams  Farms   1,015  73 


Total   $980,578  27 

Playgrounds 

Almont  Street  Playground   $9,015  12 

American  Legion  Playground   4,996  22 

Arthur  F.  McLean  Playground      ....  627  50 

Billings  Field  Playground   12,794  29 

Brookside  Avenue  Playground       ....  908  22 

Brophy  Park   73  75 

Cassidy  Playground   12,153  75 

Ceylon  Street  Playground   6,485  82 

Christopher  J.  Gibson  Playground       .      .      .  12,069  16 

Christopher  J.  Lee  Playground      ....  11,659  62 

DeFilippo  Playground   1,415  25 

Fallon  Field  Playground   11,321  57 

Francis  Parkman  Playground        ....  3,692  79 

Franklin  Field  Playground   30,148  72 

George  H.  Walker  Playground      ....  6,852  18 

Gertrude  Howes  Playground   1,574  00 

Glenwood  Play  Area   61  25 

Green  and  Lamartine  Playground  ....  55  25 

Harbor  View  Street  Play  Area      .      .      .      .  816  75 

Hynes  Playground   2,034  38 

James  L.  Cronin  Playground   6,325  47 

James  F.  Healy  Playground   12,715  39 

Jefferson  Playground       .            ....  6,528  40 

John  J.  Connolly  Playground        ....  11,405  00 

John  A.  Doherty  Playground   3,645  35 

John  J.  Doherty,  Jr.  Playground   ....  10,542  36 

John  F.  Holland  Playground   5,486  03 


Parks  and  Recreation  Department  11 


John  W.  Murphy  Playground 

S8,600  30 

John  H.  L.  Noyes  Playground 

f  rod    r  A 

o,o82  54 

John  J.  Ryan  Playground  .... 

1   A    C\f\  A      f\  A 

14,294  04 

John  Winthrop  Playground  .... 

4,294  80 

Joseph  M.  Byrne  Playground 

487  31 

Joseph  hj.  Lee  Playground  .... 

840  3o 

Joseph  A.  McLaughlin  Playground 

170  82 

King  street  Play  Area  

27  17 

T                           Clj-           j_    T^l  1 

Lamson  Street  Playground  .... 

142  50 

L.  Gertrude  Howes  Playground 

3,097  18 

Leo  h .  McCarthy  Playground 

49  38 

Lester  J.  Rotch  Playground  .... 

7,878  47 

Little  League  Playgrounds  .... 

2,084  /8 

London  and  Decatur  Streets  Playground 

2,640  25 

Margaret  and  James  Tobin  Playground 

4o  00 

Mary  Draper  Playground  .... 

11,122  33 

Mary  Hannon  Playground  .... 

1,24(5  75 

Mary  E.  Hemenvvay  Playground  . 

1  O  TOT     ("  r" 

12,727  55 

McConnell  Park  Playground  .... 

4,413  47 

McKinney  Playground  

8,234  09 

Mission  Hill  Playground  

7,978  96 

Murray  Playground  

7,134  44 

Myrtle  Street  

103  14 

Pans  Street  Playground  

3,928  25 

Parker  Hill  Playground  

5,434  56 

Pitts  and  Hale  Street  

48  63 

Playgrounds  General  

22,886  93 

Portsmouth  Street  Playground 

122  07 

Prince  Street  Playground  .... 

2,625  50 

Readville  Playground  

1,410  17 

Reddy  Avenue  Playground  .... 

8  43 

Richard  Kiley  Playground  .... 

46  02 

Ripley  Playground  

1,282  75 

Rogers  Park  Playground  

11,433  73 

Konan  Park  laayground  

11,067  69 

Smith  s  Pond  Playground  .... 

7,411  62 

Stanley  A.  Ringer  Playground 

7,298  67 

Thomas  J.  Roberts  Playground 

6,903  47 

TT     •           CI  j_          J.    "P>1  A 

Union  Street  Play  Area  

199  30 

v  eterans  oi  r  oreign  Vv  ars  Playground  . 

5,480  75 

Wesley  G.  Ross  Playground  .... 

9,199  45 

William  J.  Barry  Playground  .... 

12,379  80 

William  E.  Carter  Playground 

3,619  01 

William  Eustis  Playground  .... 

18,512  26 

William  E.  Garvey  Playground 

34  91 

William  F.  Smith  Playground 

13  657  53 

William  Gary  Walsh  Playground  . 

8,287  43 

Total  

.   $425,817  30 

Recreation  Division  —  Administration 

.   $448,246  94 

12 


City  Document  No.  16 


Baths,  Beaches,  Pools,  Recreation  Centers 


Brighton  Bath   $3,258  75 

Broadway  Municipal  Building,  Bath,  Center      .  36,358  85 

Cabot  Street,  Bath,  Pool,  Center  ....  59,558  29 

Charlestown  Bath,  Center   11,803  22 

Charlestown  Pool  (Outdoor)   56,838  81 

Columbia  Road,  Bath,  Center       ....  15,874  30 

Curtis  Hall,  Bath,  Pool,  Center     ....  28,381  05 

Dover  Street,  Bath  House  and  Laundry      .      .  65,604  37 

Hyde  Park,  Bath,  Center   15,606  00 

John  J.  WiUiams,  Bath,  Center     ....  37,590  37 

L  Street,  Bath  House  and  Beach  ....  143,196  28 
Maurice  J.  Tobin  Memorial  Building,  Bath, 

Center   26,290  95 

North  Bennet  Street,  Bath,  Center      .      .      .  62,060  93 

North  End  Park  Beach,  Bath  and  Pool  (Outdoor)  65,595  03 

Orchard  Park  Pool   289  88 

Paris  Street,  Bath,  Center   64,571  70 

Plympton  Street  Pool   61  25 

Repair  Room,  Sewing  Room,  and  Stock  Room  .  7,234  50 

Roslindale,  Bath,  Center   11,328  98 

Tyler  Street,  Bath,  Center   11,710  50 

Vine  Street,  Bath,  Center   33,839  20 

Baths,  General   17,288  04 


Total  $774,341  25 


General  Expenses 

Central  Office  —  Administration    .      .      .      .  $178,681  63 

Street  Trees   106,415  93 

Automobiles,  Tractors,  Wagon,  etc.      .      .      .  136,160  30 


Total  $421,257  86 


Recapitulation 

Parks,  Gardens,  Squares   $980,578  27 

Playgrounds   425,817  30 

Baths,  Beaches,  Pools,  Recreation  Centers  .      .  774,341  25 

Recreation  Division  —  Administration        .      .  448,246  94 

General  Expenses   421,257  86 

Repairs  to  Buildings  and  Structures     .      .      .  38,749  57 

Park  and  Playground  Improvements,  Etc.  .      .  17,683  96 

Planting  and  Replacement  of  Trees      .      .      .  28,249  00 


Total  $3,134,924  15 
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Expenditures  of  Revenue  and  Non=Revenue,  Special  Appropriation 
and  Trust  Funds,  January  I,  I960,  to  December  31,  1960 

Franklin  Park  Improvements   $11,931  59 

Improvement  of  Boston  Common   60,666  45 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings,  Trust  Fund,  income  .      .      .      .  2,933  56 

McConnell  Playground   14,606  94 

Randige  Trust  Fund,  income   2,419  60 

Demolition  of  Girls'  High  School,  West  Newton  Street       .  34,092  00 

Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway  Playground    .      .      .  2,080  00 


Total  $128,730  14 


CASH  RECEIPTS 
For  Twelve  Months  Ending  December  31,  I960 

Park  Division 

Franklin  Park  GoK  Course        ....  $39,819  00 

George  Wright  Golf  Course       .      .      .      .  51,609  00 

Permits  for  signs,  openings,  etc.       .      .      .  41  00 

Fees  for  services   500  00 

Commissions  on  public  telephones  in  Park 

Department  buildings   3,849  51 

Settlement  of  claims  for  damages     .      .      .  2,964  97 

Miscellaneous   37  57 

Towels,    soap   in   playground    houses  and 

George  Wright  Golf  Clubhouse     ...  376  28 

Rentals  from  property  and  concessions    .      .  8,957  00 

Boston  Common  Tree  Fund,  income       .      .  201  14 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income  ....  2,172  81 

Babcock  Music  Fund,  income    .      .      .      .  116  66 

Foss  Flag  Fund,  income   85  00 

Foss  17th  of  June  Fund,  income       ...  85  00 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  income  .  6,005  73 
Landtaking  on  Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Estate  . 

by  United  States  Government      .      .      .  7,550  00 

  $124,370  67 

Bath  Division 

Towels,  soap,  etc.,  in  bathhouses      .      .      .  $8,555  82 

  8,555  82 


$132,926  49 


Above  receipts  were  credited  as  follows: 

General  Revenue  $116,710  15 

Trust  Funds,  income   8,666  34 

Principal  of  Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust       7,550  00 

  $132,926  49 
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Franklin  Park  Golf  Course 
1960 

Opening  Date,  April  9.    Closing  Date,  December  11. 


Attendance,  47,557 

Annual  Permits,  504  at  $35   S17,640  00 

Annual  Permits,  2  at  $75    150  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  203  at  $3          .      .  609  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  4,920  at  $2        .      .  9,840  00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  344  at  $2  688  00 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  6,114  at  $1.50  9,171  00 

Twilight  Permits,  1,721  at  $1        ....  1,721  00 


Total   $39,819  00 


George  Wright  Golf  Course 
1960 

Opening  Date,  April  11.    Closing  Date,  December  11. 


Attendance,  53,300 

Annual  Permits,  536  at  $50   $26,800  00 

Annual  Permits,  18  at  $100    1,800  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  65  at  $5     .      .      .  325  00 

Weekend-Holiday  Permits,  4,513  at  $2.50    .  11,282  50 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  329  at  $2.50   .  822  50 

Monday  through  Friday  Permits,  4,177  at  $2  8,354  00 

Lockers,  445  at  $5    2,225  00 


Total  $51,609  00 


Attendance  Records  —  1960 

Playgrounds,  Shower  Baths,  Beaches  and 
Swimming  Pools,  Gymnasia 

Playgrounds  Summer  Attendance  ....  5,411,000 

Playgrounds,  Winter  Attendance  (Skating)        .  610,000 

Shower  Baths   550,000 

Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools        ....  640,000 

Gymnasia  Class  and  Indi\ddual  Attendance       .  150,000 


Total   7,361,000 
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PARKS  AND  RECREATION   DEPARTMENT  — 
CEMETERY  DIVISION 


The  following  annual  report  is  presented  for  the 
Cemetery  Division  from  January  1,  1960,  to  December 
31,  1960. 

Department  Cemeteries 

The  burying  grounds,  cemeteries,  and  tombs  which 
are  owned  by  and  in  charge  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  as 
follows,  with  a  total  area  of  about  7,040,708  square  feet: 


Square  Estab- 
Feet  lished 

Bennington  Street,  East  Boston    ....  157,500  1838 

Bunker  Hill,  Charlestown   48,202  1807 

Phipps  Street,  Charlestown   76,740  1630 

Copp's  Hill,  Hull  street,  City      ....   89,015  1659 

King's  Chapel,  Tremont  street,  City   .      .      .   19,344  1630 

Granary,  Tremont  street,  City     ....   82,063  1660 

Central,  Common,  City   60,693  1756 

South  End  South,  Washington  street,  City        .   64,670  1810 

//aii;es,  Emerson  street,  South  Boston  11,232  1816 

Union,  East  Fifth  street,  South  Boston     .  5,470  1841 

North,  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester     .      .      .  142,587  1633 

Eliot,  Eustis  street,  Roxbury       ....   34,830  1630 

South,  Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester       .      .   95,462  1814 

Westerly,  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury  .   39,450  1683 

Walter  Street,  West  Roxbury       ....   35,100  1711 

Evergreen,  Commonwealth  avenue,  Brighton     .  604,520  1848 

Market  Street,  Brighton   18,072  1764 

Mount  Hope,  Walk  Hill  street,  125  acres  and 

14,330  square  feet   1851 

Fairview,  Fairview  avenue,  Hyde  Park,  about 

50  acres   1892 


City  Tombs 

Twenty-five  in  the  South  Ground;  six  in  Phipps  Street 
Ground,  Charlestown;  one  tomb  for  infants  in  South  Ground; 
one  tomb  for  infants  and  one  for  adults  in  Copp's  Hill  Ground; 
one  for  adults  and  one  for  infants  in  the  Granary  Ground; 
one  for  infants  in  King's  Chapel  Ground;  one  for  infants  in  the 
Central  Ground;  two  receiving  tombs  in  East  Boston;  one 
receiving  tomb  in  Dorchester  North;  one  receiving  tomb  in 
Dorchester  South ;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Evergreen  Cemetery, 
Brighton;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery;  and 
one  receiving  tomb  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  Hyde  Park. 
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Cemetery  Division  Receipts,  January  1  to  December  31,  1960 


Cemeteries 

General 
Receipts 

Perpetual 

Care 
Receipts 

Interest  on 
Perpetual 
Care 

37.332  50 
97  71 s  no 

180  00 

ZKJ  UU 

5>^l,4Uo  UU 
s  KO'k  nn 

O.OiO  UU 

1 7  '?n'^  nn 

i  /  .OUO  UU 

$25,689  18 
7,568  50 
10,030  02 
434  21 
143  91 
98  64 
192  61 
98  64 
9  38 
1  45 
98  64 
98  64 

Central  

50  00 

Bunker  HUl  

Granary  

Totals  

$189,561  50 

$47,235  00 

$44,463  82 

Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  December  31,  1959  .  $5,421,525  00 

Interest,  General  Fund,  1960    179,292  01 

Revenue  (General  Receipts),  1960    ....  189,538  50 

Appreciation  on  Investments   21,244  68 


$5,811,701  19 

Payments  from  Fund  During  1960: 

Accrued  Interest  on  Securities  Purchased       .   $5,027  41 

Refunds   325  00 

Premiums  on  Securities  Purchased    .      .      .       525  00 

Transfer  to  Appropriation   160,000  00 

  165,877  41 


Total,  Book  Value  of  General  Fund,  December  31,  1960  .  $5,645,823  78 
Total,  Perpetual  Care  Funds,  December  31,  1960     .      .      1,345,180  46 


Total  Cemetery  Funds  $6,991,004  24 
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Summary  Statement  of  Cemetery  Activities,  January  1  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  I960 


Cemeteries 

Interments 

Lots  Sold 

Chaves  Sold 

Lots  in  Per- 
petual Care 

'  '  ivosin  Per- 
petual Care 

Lots  in  Annual 
Care 

Graves  in 
Annual  Care 

Foundations 
Built 

Preparing  and 
Planting 

Various 
Orders 

Mount  Hope  

1,274 
537 
224 

r> 

2 

149 
12 
34 

350 
268 
71 

9,002 
1,077 
1,146 

2 

2.106 
1,418 
2,833 

314 
93 
87 
3 

14 

1 

1 

Dorchester  North. . . 
Dorchester  South.  .  .  . 
King's  Chapel  

1 

1 
1 
1 

Bunker  Hill  

Totals  

2.040 

195 

689 

11,230 

6,357 

1 

498 

15 

Cemetery  Division  Expenditures  for  Maintenance,  Year  Ending 
December  31,  1960 


Office  . 
Mount  Hope 
Fairview 
Evergreen  . 
Dorchester  North 
Dorchester  South 
Central 

King's  Chapel  . 
Granary 
Copp's  Hill 
Bennington  Street 
Bunker  Hill 
Phipps  Street 
South  End  South 
Eliot  . 
Westerly 

Hawes  and  Emerson 
Market  Street  . 
Park  . 


$14,222  63 
199,484  74 
65,494  26 
48,366  14 
4,404  68 
5,256  04 
2,133  85 
2,735  75 
4,782  38 
4,765  98 
3,993  43 
2,076  07 
2,094  36 
2,567  63 
2,567  62 
37  12 
160  15 
60  25 
295  00 


1365,498  08 
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